to hear or to assist his friends. Nor indeed was it then to be hoped to obtain the latter, the King being every day rather retrenching than increasing his charge; that he might have less occasion for his Parliament, which he despaired then to find in good humour if it should be called.
There were great meetings of persons dissatisfied with the Court, where they laid their heads together to oppose that interest wherever the King's occasions required assistance, were it in Parliament or elsewhere. These were called cabals. The Duke of Monmouth, my Lord Shaftesbury, my Lord Eussell, my Lord Cavendish amongst others, were the principal that assisted in these meetings, which changed from house to house for more privacy every night; the public outcry and pretence of fears being popery and the King's safety.
The King and Duke being at Windsor, came only to London once a week to council. I got some friends to speak to the King for me, but it had no success.
April 26. I went to Sir Thomas Player and Sir Gilbert Gerard, two of the commissioners for disbanding the late army. They told me they had paid all the money, and had none left in their hands to satisfy my arrear; but I so ordered the matter with them, partly by fair means and partly by threats, that they paid me sixty pounds, and, as they pretended, out of their own purses.
May 8. I went to Windsor, where I told the Duke a piece of news of a design laid by some persons to prove the King's marriage with the Duke of Monmouth's mother, and the way to obviate it; for which he thanked me, and told me, without asking it, that he had spoken to